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Introduction

A Housing Production Plan (HPP), definexjiriations a760 CMR 56.03 and administered by

the Depaitment of Housing and Community Development (DHCD), is a proactive strategy for
planning and developing affordable housing. The HPP identifies the housing needsofumity

and the goals and strategies it will use to identify and acheeveaintairthe 10% threshold
mandated by M.G.IChapter40B. The Townédés status relating to
onthe Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI), also administered by DHCD.

This HPP Program enabtesnicipalities to develop strategies to maetriaffordable housing
needs in a manner consistent with the MGL Chapter 40B statute, produce housing units in
accordance with that plan, and demonstrate progress towards their affordable hanesingtion.
By taking a proactive approach in the adoptiminan HPP, cities and towns are much more likely
achieve both their affordable housing and community planning goals. HP&sivenities under
the 10% threshold of Chapter 40B, but are making steady prognga®ducing affordable
housing on an analubasis, more control over comprehensive papplications for a specified
period of time HPPs give communities over the 10% threshold a framework to maintain the
statutory minima in accordance with local needs and community goals.

The Town oActonplaces great importance on planning for affordableibimg through the HPP
processand this HPP renews the prior 2015 Housing Production Plan.

Housing Production Plans are certified by the following prasegtentified in the regulatians

A Prepare the RP In accordance with the regulations, write the plan, including a public
process, and have the plan adopted by the Board of Selesand Planning Board,

A Approve the HPFDHCD approves the plan,

A Certify the HPFCreate affordable units equal to 0.5% tife total number of housing units
in Acton(or 43 for Actor) in one year, or 1.0986 for Actor) in two years, and petition
DHCD for certification.

A Renew the HPFhe term of the HPP is five years from approval.

Acton currently has a certified HBRavidng a 6 Safe Har bor 6 wuntil Jul
the units(Avalon)yetain eligibility? for the SHI for the entire certification period. If units are no

longer eligible for inclusion on the SHI, they will be removed and will no longer be eligible fo
certification.

! The 10% mandated by M.IG.40B refers to the target that the State has set for all cities in towns in Massachusetts.
10% of the yeaound housing units in a city or town (as determined by the most recent decennial census) should be
permanently restricted to be affordable to kbokls earning 80% or less of the Hd&ermined Area Median Income

(AMI). If 10% of units in a city or town do not yet have such affordability restrictions, Chapter 40B allows that
devel opment can occur outside a municipalityds nor mal
2 Units are retained on the SHI when Building Permits are issued within 12 months of thel@nisipesPermit, and
Occumncy Permits 18 months after that. These milestones are up to the developers.
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Actonhas chosen to prepare atising Production Plan for treasons:
1. The 2015Housing Production Plan requires renewal per the regujatrahbisupdate is
being undertaketo retain tlat approval status.
2. Many of the strategies defed in the in the 2@ Housing Production Plan have been
implementegdandit is time to set future strategic goals and objectives with broad
community input.

This Housing Production Plan was prepared bRéiggonal Housing Services Offitid, Goldson
commnity preservation + planninthe Planning Departmenf the Town of Acton, and the Acton
Community Housing Corporation (ACHC). Thevagfundedoy t he ACHC fr om
Community Preservation Act funds.

The project starteth August 201%vithan extensivecompilation of available informatidrom

over a dozen sourcesreating the Needs Assessnuodiatpter From there, the citizen participation
phase commenced with focus grouprdine surveyhichwas offered to residents, and
advertised in loal mediafrom November 22 through December 13, 20iBtotal, 754 unique
responses were recorded, and the majorityespondents indicated that they live in Acton (86
percent)The steering committee held a community workshop on Janu2023®o discen the
goals and strategiesvhich were further explored and detailed. Thim@nth effort concludes with

Act

the review and adoption of Actonds 2020 Housi

The Housing Production Plan was reviewed and adopted by the Planning BoardreBaatd
of SelectmeonnMay 26, 2020.
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Executive Summary

The Town of Actdyegan workon thisHousig Production Plan (HPP) in the fall of 2018e plan

has been prepared through a partnership between the Regional Housing Services Office (RHSO)
and Jannifer Goldson from JM Goldsoammunity preservation + planniidgne RHSO has

prepared this housing needs assessment and JM Goldson is conducting the community engagement
and goals and strategies sections of the plan.

The HPP has been led by the Towoudhthe Town Plannirigivisiorstaff, members of the Acton
Community Housing Corporation (AGkhd)the Acton Housing Authariy HPP oversiggtoup
comprised of a member of the Board of SelectmenCA@keimbers, Plannibgvisiorgaff, and the
Planmig Board providedadvisory guidance.

The HPP procestartedwith a comprehensive needs assessment investmatmn8 data sources
drangingfrom the US Census to the Acton Building Departfemh there, thproject started the
multipronged commugiengagement strategyln Novembef019, the team heldhreefocus
groups(with 25 attendees)administeredn online surveywith 754 responsesand held a well
attended community workshop in JanéByattendees) The input from all thiata is reflectedin
the resulting plan.

Key findings fronthe comprehensive housing needs assessment are summarizedrzkibe.
resulting tsategies referenced herein aim to create a more varied housing stock and increase
affordability to support householdersdifferent income levels and in different stages of life.

SummaryHousing Needs Assessment

Actods popul ation grew most significantly from
those decades. Since 2000, the growth has been steady at 8% @ aad 8% to 2018, for a
total of 23,738 As i s characteristic of many municipal
aging with e greatest population increases among resident$8de 74 of a 56% increase

from 2010 to 2018. Meanwhile, schoehrollment has dippednly slightly during the past few

years,and a somewhatlat enrollments anticipatedor the next 45 years Ac t onanivisite

population notably Asianhas growr6% in the 2018 periodwith a corresponding decreasetlre
whitepopulationoverthat same periodAct onds househol d si zehilehas r
it has increasedlightlyinthe surrounding communities and MassachuRetiter households are,

on average, one person smaller than owner households.

Lookingowards the housing stockarly two-thirdso f Act onds houfamiyng uni ts
homeswith threequartersowneroccupiedHowever, Acton also hdee highest percentage of

renters among the comparison commuridgga finds that twahirds of tle people under age 35

are rentersdropping t020% by aged 45, and then increeg to 43% for age 85 or older. The

vacancy rates are low, indicating a tight housing market which likely pushes costs up.

ActonHousing Production PlanMay 2020



Home values have been steadily rising sinc®2@@h anincrease in median sale price of single
family homes, now 86,000. In 2010,almost halbf all singlefamily homessold for less than
$500,000, and in 2019 that figure was only 19%he median rentsr the past twelve months are
reported at $2,763

Acton has an inventory of lower priced units in older condominium complexes, which provide some
naturally affordable housing to lower income househadsally divided betweeownership and

rental. Thesesmallerunits(770 sgft)are not formallyrestrictedand allow owners to build market
equitywhile providing lower cost housimgth assessed valuesder $200,000, and corresponding
median sales price of $180,000.

The media household inconreActoris $137,910, more specifically164,842 for family
households and $51,828 for néamily households. This translates to a sales price5d{ED

which is welbelowthe median sales pricd $635,000. A household would need an income of
$172,792 to purchase a home in Acton at its median pficerefore, the median sales price in
Acton for a single family home is above what a median income household in Acton can afford.

Acton currently has 7.75% (or 657 units) on t
those as market rental wiallowed because all rental units in a M.G.L Ch. 40B development are
eligible to be included on the SHI. Acton has an active pipeline of affordable units, and plans to
achievesafe harbor througthe 10% housing unit threshold in the near future. Tihg tirthis

6safe harbord may dip and shift with the publ
of the SHI by DHCD in 2021.

The public inpueceivedincluded

1 Theneed formoreaffordable housing, bothdeed e st r i ct ed anadblden;ad ur a
due to increasedemand for visitable housing for senigvhile noting that families with
children are a protected class in Fair Housing lang)people with physical disabilities
and group housing for adults with disabilities

9 the priority of kalancing open space preservation with housing production goals;

T the desire to maintain Actseofdderhbusigsstock i ¢ ¢ h
and the thoughtful location of new developments

1 the importance of mitigating development impactsadfic and congestion; and

T the desire to enhance Actonds sense of com

Specific busing opportunities were also discussed, including priority developmerin arghs

aroundKel | eyds Cor ner an thcatehtibes [Ke thactengemmbDnitysHousingc t s
Corporation (ACHC) and Acton Housing Authority (AHA). Barriers identified include natural and built
environmental constraints, regulatory and municipal obstacles, capacity limitations, and the

53The term fAnaturally aff oketvalelseurentlyaffomlable to honseholdsiearningg wh o
80% or less of the HUDefined area median income (AMI). However, naturally affordable housing is not deed
restricted to ensure permanent affordability.
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challenge of coordinating multiple phamg goals.These threads arénsilar tothose identified in
Ac t a0imHPP.

Ultimately thegoal for affordable housing in Acton is to sustain a degree of housing choices that
meet the needs of people with different household types, incomes, aeslodthifg. These options
shouldalso increase accesshousingn Actorfor those who live and work in the commuAityon

will build on its history of diligent efforts to provide affordable housing with the goals and
strategies laid out in this plan.

The evolving circumstances related to the global pandemic of thel@owirdis will affect Acton

as they are affecting communities across the country. It is likedgrtietocal jobs may disappear

and the number of local leimcome families will rise @lto the economic ramifications of the virus.

As a result, evictions and foreclosures may increase, and community housing needs may change
including changes that may beeded in housing design for health and safety in alignment with
state and local buiidg codes post pandemit will be important for Town officials to monitor these
conditions and coordinate among different departments to addresstisstuasse The goals and
strategies laid out in this plan may also evolve due to changes in thenityrbnowght on by the
pandemic.

Summary Goals and Strategies

The housingliscussion, combined with the comprehensive housing needs analysis described above
and a thorough assessment of development constraints, led to proposed housing goals and
strategies. The final plan that emerged based on that input provides Acton with housing and
programming guidance to target those with unmet housing needs, build capacity and community
awareness, guide housing production to priority development areas, and amieigda@avance
housing production.

Goal 1. PRODUCTIONStrive to create aninimum of 43 homes annually that count on the SHI
towards the stateds 1frimgilythroughmréhabgditataior per MC
reuse of existing buildings, where feasibleis rate of production will create at least 191
SHI units by 2025, as needed to achieve th&Xfbal4 Note that there are proposed
units already in the development pipelifistedon p. 32 of this documemiat could
achi eve t h%WVhentAdon eedckes theol@% goak thown wiltontinudo
promote and encourage initiatives to help meet local housing. needs

Goal 2.MIX OF OPTIONSEncourage a mix of housing options to provide homes for a range of
household types including families,ssnyoungdults individuals with disabilities, and

“* Note: The absolute numerical goal is likelghange based on the updated totahyesrd units per the 2020 U.S.
Census.

5 If the Powder Mill Apartments, a 230 unit rental project on the Mayketah border, is permitted as proposed in
2020, Acton will achieve the 10% safe harbor with this projec
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lowerincome househo)gsarticularly households with incomes at or below 50 percent
AMI.

Goal 3. CONSERVATIONCombine new residential development with conservation through
creation of marketate andaffordable homes that ardenselyclustered to preserve
open space, natural resources, and scenic vistas.

Goal 4. SUSTAINABILITEncourag@ew constructi@nd rehablitatiorthat incorporates
sustainability standards, including energy efficieclean ad renewable energy sources,
and compact building footprints.

Goal 5. CENTERS AND VILLAGE&ate new residential multifamily and mixesg development
in and near existing business centers and village districts to enhance economic vitality
promote walkake, vibrant neighborhoodmd ensure environmentally sustainable land
use practices

Goal 6. CAPACITYReinforce the work of existing local housing organizations with enhanced
implementation capacitgxpanded regional collaboratigrand increased opportities
for community education including heightened awareness of fair housing issues.

Goal 7. PRESERVATIORDNtinue efforts to preserve and support existing affordable housing
stock.

Strategy 1.Create an inventory of private land suitable for redeveloptree new construction of

diverse housing options, particularly in areas with sidewalk access to nearby amenities and services,
and coordinate with developers to plan Local Initiative Program projects that provide affordable
housing that includes local ference.

Strategy 2.Conduct a study to consider establishing and funding a program with the Acton Housing
Authority to acquire condominiums and apartment buildings to create affordable rental units that
are eligible for inclusion on the Subsidized Hgueiwentory, including housing foriomome
households.

Strategy 3.Consider establishing and funding a{aloyvn program for firstime homebuyers.

Strategy4. Consi der expanding the Acton Community Hc
Program to hip leverage other resources for home modifications and improvements that increase
the accessibility for seniors and people with disabilities.

Strategy5. Conduct a planning area study of the South Acton area to consider creation of more
compact housing delopment to encourage starter homes or mixaesl multifamily development,
particularly near the South Acton Commuter Rail station.

Strategy6. Reconsider adoptionofamixeds e zoni ng byl aw f oruseKel | ey
zoning along Great Road, inder to encourage infill development and redevelopment of existing
buildings to include housing.
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Strategy 7.Consider rezoning areas with vacant/underutilized offices, industrial, or institutional
buildings to allow byight redevelopment for multifamily mixeduse housing, including evaluation
of the effectiveness of the existing Transfer of Development Rights provisions.

Strategy 8.Collaborate with the Historic District Commission (HDC) to explore the possibility of:
allowing conversion of approprasinglefamily homes to multifamily homes; upgrading properties
that are already multifamily to accommodate more units; expanding homes to accommodate
accessory apartments; and, permitting a limited amount of appropriate infill development within the
Hisoric Districts.

Strategy 9.Consider adopting a CP#unding policy, in collaboration with the CPC and the Open
Space Committee, to encourageastle land for contexsensitive affordable or mixethcome
housing development that is well integrated intom@servation setting.

Strategy 10 Evaluate the locations of the Affordable Housing Overlay Districts and strengthen the
districts provisions to produce more affordable and sustainable units, especially to create housing
for households most in need.

Straegy 11.Conduct an Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, alone or in collaboration
with other nearby communities, to identify institutional barriers and solutions to further fair housing.

Strategy 12 Collaboratively with the Acton CommissioDisabilities, work with developers and

rehab contractors at the early stages of development proposals and rehab projects to require that
new housing developments provide units that are adaptable to people with disabilities above the
minimum required bywg and consider regulatory changes that require or incentivize the inclusion
of adaptable housing units where appropriate.

Strategy 13.Consider adopting a local bylaw that prohibits expansion of fossil fuel infrastructure
for new construction.

Strategy 14 Collaborate with organizations supporting disabled individuals and Acton community
members to biannually evaluate the demand and specific needs related to accessible housing
options, including group homes and independent living opportunities.

Strategy 15 Perform an annual review of Housing Production Plan goals and strategies and include
on a Board of Selectmen meeting agenda each year, with participation by the Planning Board,
Acton Community Housing Corporation, and other relevant boards and staff.

Stategy 16.Mai nt ain Actonds status as a Housing Cho
access to state funding, by reapplying every two years and striving to continue to meet the
requirements for designation through a combination of housing pnodunttibest practices.

Strategy 17.Schedule annual meetings that promote-mt@micipal coordination, including
conversations between ACHC and the Open Space Committee,-ai¢éahdard discussions and
trainings, and an annual housing forum to discagsegs towards housing goals.

Strategy 18 Maintain and develop partnerships with regional and localpnofit housing
developers, including Habitat for Humanity, to identify opportunities to provide funding as well as

10
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to tap them for their expertise aratlvice on potential zoning amendments to encourage
development of housing options.
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Chapter 1. Comprehensive Housing
Needs Assessment

An analysis of local demographic data and housing stock reveals key characteristics and trends in
Actonthat help explan housing neasand demand. In order to understand how tihwn compares

to similar communitj@sctondata is compared taohe following municipalities: Andover, Bedford,
Concord, Lexington, Sudbury, Waylaadd Westford. Acton data will also be comparattimes

to Middlesex County antb Massachusetts provide a broader regional context for Acton

Ultimately, this sectiovll providethe framework for housing production goals and strategies to
address local housing concerns incliated in this daement

Demographics

This Housing Production Plan is grounded in a thorough examinAtiort olemégsaphic

makeup. An analysis of the current population, household composition, race and ethnicity, and
educational attainment provides insight theexisting housingeeds and demand. Projections of

A c t tuturé esidential composition help inform hoydarming efforts.

Key Findings

1 Actod® s p o phaslgr@wrfastenthan projections from both the Massachusetts Area
Planning Council (MAPC) and WVasnohue Institute.

1 The over65 populationgrew 37% since the 2010 Cans,from4,221residents to 5,242
according to the most recent American Community Survey (ACS).numbers

1 75% of currentiouseholds are famili@meaning two or more related individuksng
together) Although Actdnimite of nonfamily households fairly closeto some of the
comparison communities, itlséilone ofthe higheshonfamily rates within these
communities.

1 Actonds raci al and et hni gmocedaivepse sncettheon has
2010 censuslhe percentage afiorwhiteresidents has increased from 23% of the
population in 2010 to 29% of the population according to the most recent ACS numbers.

Population

Actongrewdramatec| | 'y dur i ng t h,eouldlif®gIrandtise 13601td 19609aBdD O S
doubling again from the 1960 to 1970. Substantial growth continued through 1980, slowed down
between 1980 and 1990, but then picked up again between 1990 and 2®@MhsformingActon

from a rural toa suburban communitit is important to note thaté majority of growth occurred
between1960 and 1980.Growth since 1980 is small compared to previous decades.

12
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Even though growth has moderated in the past two decAdes, on 6 s popul ati on gr

projectionsThe 2015 Acton HPP used population projectionstiieriMetropolitan Area Planning

Council MAPQ3,peci fically MAPCOs HOwicrsbogwed RbBgit oAOb6t [
population would increase 8% from 2010 to 2030, from 21,924 to 23,625wever the most

current data from the U.S. Census BuRemulation Estimates Progfesnh o ws t hat Act on

populationhas already increased 8% since 2010.

As of 2018, the Census Bureau reports that t official populationwas 23738, higher than
MA P C @jsctioptiiat thepopulation would b&3,625 in 2030. Similaly, the University of

Massachuset®onohuénstitute, projeet an even laver 2030 population for Acton ¢f2,906.
Sincethe officialpopulation of Acton is already greater thtrese commonlged sources for
projectionstheyare notaccurate in the case of Act@md they will not be used in this plan.

Figure 1 : Population Change in Acton, 1930-2018

23,738
25,000
21,924
20,331 ]
17,544 I%
20,000 17,872 IS%
14,770 1 | 22
15,000 2%
! 19%
104%
10,000 7,238 I ’
2,701 '
3,510

5,000 a3 sty

(v]

1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Source: US Dicennial Census & Population Estimates Program

Theincreaseidct on 6 s p o gpreddadually atross age graupss is characteristic of
many muicipalities in the regiodctod s p o p u | a The b.8. Census AngericangCommunity
Survey(ACS)provides the best information about age groupsthe chart below demonstrates, the
biggest increases in population have been taking place in the 65+ age grois5% population

has nearly tripled since 1990, from 1,194 to 3,303 while the other segments of the population
have grown much more modestly or even decreased in some cases.

® MAPC released two sets of projections priorto 20155t at us Quo 0 projections that pr

estimate of how much towns and cities would grow, and
pointed to more robustgrawh f or ci ti es and towns. The 2015 Acton HPP
Ot her plans, such as the Acton Water Districtdés 5 VYear

"The American Community Survey website reports thd@ldbasudBBureau's Ruulation Estimates Prograsmoduces
and disseminates the official estimates of the population for the nation cstatéies, cities, and towns.o

13
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In the next section, about housing stock, Figure 15 reports on the percentage of homeowners and
age groups.
homeowners which is an indicator that they are likely long term residents.

renters in different

Figure 2: Acton's Population Change by Age“%
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Source: US Census Bureau, Dicennial Census & American Community Survey, 2014-2018

Household Composition

ACS

dat a

The number of households in a community could be consideretbexémportant than population
since the number and type of households within a community, and hessttbidy power
correlate to housing uniemand.Each household resides in one dwelling unit, regardless of the
numberof household members. Accordmghe 2010 U.S. Census, Acton was home to 8,187
households. This ddoges a 9% increase from 7,49®useholds in 2008.ccording to 20142018
ACS data the number of households has grown888&,an increase 08% during that period.

Figure 3: Total Households in Acton, 2000-2018

9,000
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8,000
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7,000
2000
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2010
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Source: US Census Bureau, Dicennial census & American Community Survey, 2014-2018
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Family & Non-Family Households

Different household types often have different housing needs or preferences. For example, a single
senior wilprefera s mal | er dwell ing unit than a family
household types can indicate howlweited the existing housing inventory is to current and future
residents.

The Town oA c t o 828 ous&hplds can be divided between families anefamiliesper

Census categoriebhe Census definesriliesas any household with two or requeoplerelated

by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing together (including-generational families)
regardless of whether there are children living in the householdaMdies includeneperson
households and households comprised obitwore nosrelated persons living togethék.ct on 0 s
households are primarifamilies (4%).

Figure 4: Regional Households by Type
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Source: US Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey

It is useful to evaluate Acton against similar tamvtige region to see how the tosempares in
regards to certain data points. For the purposes of this HPP, Alttos empared to Andover,
Bedford, Concord, Lexington, Sudbury, Wayland, and Weséfdh& town is on par with most
other towns in the regional analysigddlesex Countgnd Massachusetts, however, both have
comparatively higher propoams of na-family householdthan Actor{35% and 36%
respectively.

8 These communities have besedconsistentlypy the Town for comparison purposes baseth@in populatiors,
finances, and economic characteristics. The neighboring Towns of Boxborough, Carlisle, Littleton, Stow and Maynard
do not share these same characteristics.
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Table 1: Acton Households by Type
Estimate % of Total

Family Households 6500 74%
With own children under 18 years 3476 39%
Married Couples 5909 67%
With own children under 18 years 3233
Male Householder, No spouse present 123 1%
With own children under 18 years 37
Female Householder, No spouse pres 468 5%

With own children under 18 years 206

Nonfamily Households 2328 26%
Householder living alone 1880 21%
65 years and older 750 9%

Total Households 8828 J

Source: US Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey

Of Actord s  f hemuseholds, most are married¥®0Canda little overhalf havechildren under the
age of 18 (54%). Of the norfamily households, &3 are singleperson households and®of
nonfamy householderare 65 years of age or older.

Head of Household by Age

In addition to household type, the age of heads of households can indicate demand for particular
unit types and size$he most recent census information shows theatgibst groupof Acton
householders is age 4 (26%). Thenext largest populations are tho older population

groups: 2% are householdemged 55-64 and 23% are aged 65 or older, for a total of 4% of
households where theadis 55 or older.Theyoungest houselderr groups are the smallest,

making up onl®% of all householders. These groups have been decreasing consistently since
2000.

Table 2: Acton Head of Household by Age

% of Total % of Total % of Total

Age of Households Households Households Change % Change
Householder 2000 2010 2018  2000-2018 2010-2018
Under 35 1,191 16% 855 10% 771 9% (420) -35.3%
35-44 2,243 30% 1,709 21% 1,699 19% (544) -24.3%
45-54 2,004 27% 2,502 31% 2,326 26% 322 16.1%
55-64 1,055 14% 1,684 21% 1,965 22% 910 86.3%
65+ 1,002 13% 1,437 18% 2,067 23% 1,065 106.3%
Total 7,495 8,187 8,828

Source: US Census Bureau Dicennial Census & 2014-2018 American Community Survey a
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Household Size

Average haisehold size decreasstightlyfrom 2.69 people in 2000 to 2.6én 2010, and

decreased slightly agaito 2.65 as of the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) data.
Owneroccupied houselibsize also decreasea bit from 2000 to 2010, from 2.93 to 2.8%ut

then increased slightly to 2.9 according to the 2018 AB&sike ofenteroccupied houseluls
increased, from 1.95 to 1.96etween 2000 and 2010, andhas remained stable since then.

The most receACS(2014-2018) shows that towmeing used in the regional analysis for this,HPP

and the state overalhre experiencing an uptick in househsilte as compared to the 2010 census.

The increase is larger than in Acton where the increase is only seen with renter §dusgaild

with household size overall. Current ACS dat a
larger than the statés household size, but smaller than t
the comparabletowns individually, only Bedford and Concord currently have smaller household

sizes than Acton.

Figure 5: Average Household Sizes in Regional Analysis

2.8 2.78 2.77
2.69 2.71
2.7 2.66 2.5
26 2.54
2.51
25 2.48
- I I
2.3

Acton Comparable Towns Massachusetts

m2000 = 2010 ™ 2018

Source: U.S. Dicennial Census & 2014-2018 American Community Survey

Race & Ethnicity

The raciatomposition of Actdrasexperience significanthangesince 2000. Looking at U.S.

Census data from 2000 and 2010, and the most re2éa8 ACSdata, the percentage of white
people who comprise Actond6s popinl2@Gld, to@%windr oppe
the 2014-2018 ACS. In adial numbers, there were 17,982 white residents in 2000, 16,593 in

2010, and 16393 per the recent ACS.

During this time, Actbas experienced notable increasen residents of Asian descent
There has been 236% increase in the number Agianresidens d from %% of the
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populationin 2000 to 23% of the population peR018 ACS statistics, or an additional

4,151 peopleof Asian descenlt is important to note that Asian is a broad category that

includes the Far East, Southeast As@ithe Indian subowinent including, for example,
China,Taiwan|ndia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Thailand, and
ViethamT he maj ority of Actonds Asian resident s

The MA Department of Housing and Communitgl@mment (DHCD) highlights this growth in its

2019 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choig&ccording to this report, foreign born
residents account for 16% of Massachusettsd p
higher. Baveen 2010and 2016, Acton sawnore thara 20% increase in its foreign born

population, making it one of only 30 communities in MA with a foreign boratmmpof 20% or

more. Moreoreciséy, 25.5% of Acton residents are foreign born, roughly half of whom were born

in Asia.

The othenonwhitepopulations in Acton have experienced much less change during this period and
remainbetweenl% and 3% of the total populationSimilarly, the number of Hispaarc.atind@

residentsn Actonwhoincludepeople from all aces, hagrown relatively slowlyHispanit.atino

residents representedd8% of A ¢ t popwasion in 20002.6% in 2010,and are 3.1%of the

population per2018 ACSstatisticscComparatively2018 ACS dataabout Massachusetts overall

shows that the Afac-American population comprises 8%, and the Hispanic population comprises
12% of MA'stotal populationTo summarizeonwhiteresidentsiow make u30% of Act onds
population, and white residents compri6&o/but diversity is limited within the nshie residents

Figure 6: Racial Composition of Acton's Population, 2000-2018

100%
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70%
60% 2000
0% 2010
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10%
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White Asian American Black or Native Some other Two or
Indianand African Hawaiian race more races
Alaska American and Other
Native Pacific
Islander

Source: U.S. Dicennial Census & 2014-2018 American Community Survey

9 Hispanic or Latino is the term used by the U.S. Census Bureeier toperonsof Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican,
South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin regardless. éflttamegh the term Latinx is a gender
neutral term that is now often preferred, the Census still uses Hispanic or Latino, so thoséd termses here.
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Disability

The U.S. Census Bureau defines a disability as dastimtg physical, mental, or emotional

condition. Residents with one or more disabilities can face housing challenges if there is a shortage
of housing in a community thadffordable, physically accessible, and/or provides the supportive
services that people with disabilities may neeztording tdhe 2014-2018 AmericanCommunity
c i winstitutienalized popuftation report having one oranor
disabilitiesThis include€ of children under 18 years of agand 6% of the population aged 18
to 64 years of age. Notably, 2% of Actoi® s

urvey (ACSB% of Actoid s

more disabilities.

65 and

ol

der

popul ati on

Actord disability rate 0f6% among its gunger adultpopulation(18-64 years of age) islightly

lower thantherates for theyounger adult populations Middlesex County aniflassachusetg%
r aisabilgy amohg children andmongadults over 65 are also
lower,but still comparableto the rates iMiddlesex County and Massachusetts. The table below

and 9% respectivelyActod s

provides more details.

Table 3: Population by Disability Status 2018

Acton Middlesex County Massachusetts
Estimate Percent Estimate Percent Estimate Percent
Total Civilian Noninstitutionalized
Population 23,398 1,600,272 6,830,796
With a Disability 1,831 8% 152,049 10% 791,132 12%
Under 18 years 5,798 318,278 1,364,881
With a Disability 139 2% 12,808 4% 62,885 5%
18 to 64 years 14,096 1,042,373 4,362,578
With a Disability 857 6% 69,344 7% 384,133 9%
65 years and over 3,504 239,621 1,103,337
With a Disability 835 24% 69,897 29% 344,114 31%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2014-2018 American Community Survey

According to RHS& DHCDrecords Actoncurrently had8 units of housing on its Subsidized

Housing Inventory (SHI) that are managed byMhssachusetts Department of Developmental

Services (DDS) for peophéth developmental disabilities, as welll&sSHIunitsmanaged by the

Department of Mental Health (DMH) for people with mental health disaliliegs-ouse has an

additional 11 urts ofaffordable housing on Actdns fds pebple referred by DD®r DMH.
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Education

Enrollment

Enroliment in thicton Public Schopivides additional insight into recent population and
economic trends within townior to 2015, Acton was served bgth the Actoublic Schools for
kindergarten through sixth grade and the AdBmxborougiRegionalSchool Distri¢CCRSLCipr
grades seveithrough twelveSince 2015, Acton and Boxborough have completely regionalized all
schools, kindergarten througlade 12.The chart bel ow shows that Ac
steeply through th200®®9D,0sb wtndpli att wa U enhce anri au n c
been decreasing slightly since then.

Figure 7: School Aged Children by Enroliment Type

TheNew Egland School Development Council (NESDEC) psepaoiment projectiorsr the
ActonBoxborough Regional School Distacplanning purpose€ontinuing thenrollmentrend

for the past few yeargprojections from NESD&Qicipateratherflat or slghtly declining

enrollment for theextfew years followed bysmallsteady increases n Act on &Gtartingnr ol |
in 2024, and continuinprough 2029. KL2 enroliment for Acton is projected to be 4,513 in 2029

0 this is 119 more Acton students spreeabss all grades than in 2019.
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